78                             HISTORY OF ENGLAND.              CHAP. LIIL

that during the three or four last days of the march even
dogs were killed for food and greedily devoured.* Thus
towards the middle of November the people of Quebec
beheld to their amazement the remains of this hardy band
emerged from the wilderness and appearing on Point
Levis opposite their city. Had not the river intervened,
and some time been required to provide canoes, the ca-
pital of Canada must have fallen an easy prey to Arnold
in the first moments of panic and surprise. As it was,
nothing saved it but the promptitude and energy of a
British officer, Colonel Maclean, in marching to its rescue.
Repulsed in his attempt upon the city, and apprehensive
of a sally from Maclean, Arnold now retreated some
twenty miles up the St. Lawrence, fixing his station at
Point aux Trembles, and thus interposing between
Quebec and Montreal.

At these tidings, nearly coinciding in time with the
surrender of the fort at St. John's, General Carleton per-
ceived the necessity of hastening to the succour of the
capital. Leaving Montreal to its fate he assumed a
fisherman's garb, embarked in a whale-boat, and made use
of muffled oars. Thus he passed by night, and as it
chanced without discovery, through the enemy's craft on
the St. Lawrence. Thus he arrived at Quebec and thence-
forth, as his scanty force required, confined himself solely
to its protection and defence. On the other hand,
General Montgomery, having occupied Montreal, pro-
ceeded down the river and effected his junction with
Arnold at the Point aux Trembles. The whole body,
under Montgomery's chief command, then advanced
against the capital, and climbed the heights of Abraham,
so famous for the exploit of Wolfe.

Unlike Wolfe, Montgomery did not at this period feel
happy in his comrades and his cause. It is observed by
one of the best American historians that " though he had
" embraced the American cause with enthusiasm he had
" become wearied of its service." f Even before he

* Life of Arnold by Sparks, p. 41.

f Marshall's Life of Washington, vol. ii. p. 300. The faults of the
American troops in Canada, officers as well as soldiers, are fully por-
trayed by another of their countrymen Dr. Ramsay. (History of the
Revolution, vol. i. p. 233.)